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of Irish origin that they owed their first acquaintance with 
the Gospel of Peace ! In both countries are still to be found 
many memorials of aboriginal times, which had once their 
resemblances in England, but which have there disappeared 
under " the tramplings of three conquests," and the march 
of modern improvement. I refer, particularly, to those re- 
mote times when Druidism bore its mystic sway. Its usages 
yet linger in customs of popular superstition, although obli- 
vion has long since fallen on the meaning attached to them by 
a crafty, powerful, and domineering hierarchy. Many an age 
has passed since its oracles became dumb ; but the nomencla- 
ture of its religious creed is still employed to express, by the 
unwitting Gael of the present day, some of the mysteries of 
his purer faith ! We have still the mysterious " temple," with 
its massive " cromlech," the poetry of the solitary moor, and 
seldom-trodden height, — many of which have been protected 
by our landed proprietors, with commendable feeling, disre- 
garding not the protest against eviction of those adschpta 
glebes, and refusing to abandon to 

' Hands more rude than wintry winds,' 

relics which have braved the buffetings of countless storms." 



Mr. Petrie remarked, that he thought the Academy 
should feel great pleasure at every effort made by the Scottish 
antiquarians to illustrate their antiquities, which were so 
intimately connected with those of Ireland ; and that they 
should be grateful to Mr. Ramsay for communicating to their 
Institution his very ingenious attempt to decipher and ex- 
plain the remarkable inscription at St. Vigean's. 

Mr. Petrie regretted, however, being obliged to state, that 
he could not, by any means, concur either in Mr. Ramsay's 
reading of this inscription, or his conclusions as "to its age. 
He did not believe that there were any abbreviations of words, 
or varieties of language or alphabetic writing, in it, such as 
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Mr. Ramsay supposed ; or that the inscription was in any 
way imperfect, or originally connected with another on the 
same cross, now destroyed. Mr. Petrie further stated, that, 
having been kindly supplied with two rubbings of this in- 
scription, one from Mr. Chalmers of Auldbar, through his 
friend Mr. Worsaae, and the other from Mr. C. Innes, the 
able Secretary to the Royal Scottish Society of Antiquaries, 
he had given a good deal of attention to them, and had been 
so far successful as to read with certainty nearly one-half of it. 
As he still hoped, however, to be able to master the whole, 
and to present the results to the Academy, he would, on the 
present occasion, content himself with remarking, that the 
inscription was unquestionably one connected with the Pictish 
history ; and that, as might be expected in a country where 
the literature had been, confessedly, entirely in the hands of 
Irish ecclesiastics, the letters of which it was composed were 
wholly of that description usually called Irish, though, in 
reality, only the corrupt form of the Roman alphabet, general 
in Europe during the fifth and some succeeding centuries. 
In proof of these conclusions he exhibited a tracing from 
the rubbing of the first line of the inscription (of which the 
following is a copy), and which plainly gives the name 
Drosten. 



This, Mr. Petrie remarked, was peculiarly a Pictish name, 
and was equally connected with the ecclesiastical as with the 
regal history of Scotland. It was a diminutive of the name 
Drust, so common in the list of the Pictish Kings, and was 
that of a Pictish ecclesiastic who flourished in the sixth century, 
and who was spoken of in St. Adamnan's Life of St. Columba. 
Whether, however, the St. Vigean's monument or cross was 
erected to this Drosten, or one of the others of later date re- 
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corded in Pictish and Irish authorities, Mr. Petrie would not 
then offer an opinion, though he had no hesitation in stating 
that, from the forms of the letters, he had no doubt that the 
inscription was of an age some centuries earlier than that 
ascribed to it by Mr. Ramsay. 



An extract was read from a letter addressed to Sir William 
Hamilton by Lieutenant Steevenson, on a mode of ascertaining 
the general state of the weather for any spring and summer 
from the general state of the preceding winter. 

The writer is of opinion that the prevalence of westerly 
winds and rain, during our wet summers, arises from the pre- 
sence in the Atlantic Ocean of a greater quantity than usual of 
ice, brought southwards by currents from the Arctic regions. 



Robert Ball, Esq., Treasurer, read an abstract of the Ac- 
counts of the Academy, for the Year ending 31st of March, 
1847, which was ordered to be printed in the Proceedings. 

(See Appendix, No. X.) 
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